Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information

Module: [M05 - Enabling and Disabling Environments]
Unit: [M05U03 - Social, Economic, Cultural and Institutional Factors at Local and Community Level]


Exercise No. 3: Exploring Internal Social Factors Using Community-based Maps
Developed by: Michael K. McCall and Janik Granados
Finalised by: Rainer Zachmann
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Objective:

To explore the importance of the internal organisation and social features within a community
Time:
30 minutes 
Materials:
Markers, flip charts, metacards (A5), adhesive tape, wall space,  community-based maps shown below, preferably colour-printed in A4 size (one set per group of trainees)
Procedure:
· Divide participants into groups and give each group three or four examples of the community-based maps shown below. Depending on the interests of the course, you may emphasise the rural or urban maps. 

· Ask participants to discuss the following questions (write them on metacards): 
· Who do you think may have determined the purpose(s) for making these maps?  

· Who may have selected the data to be included?  

· Who may have selected the sources of information; who may have chosen the “key informants”? 

· Who may have chosen which items to depict on the map?
· Attach one example of each community-based map on to individual flip charts.  
· Collect the answers written on metacards stick them close to the corresponding maps. 

· Discuss the results. Ask participants to find commonalities among the feedback provided by the various groups. Elicit lessons learned and findings.
· Draw conclusions about the importance of social power and influence in determining what appears on maps. 
Tips and options: 
· You may also make a list of the four questions above on four flip charts and summarise the responses under each question. 
Reflection and discussion:
· The discussion about the different maps should illustrate the importance of the internal organisation and social features within a community. 

Assignment.  Samples of community-based maps
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Map 1
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Map 2
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Map 3

[image: image4.jpg]



Map 4
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Map 5
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Map 6
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Map 7
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